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little too brilliantly voiced. The size of the 
ohuroh is oot favorable for the deToIopment of 
the gray&r power of the organ, while the 
brighter stops strike the ear at once. .With 
the ample space at the command of the con- 
gregation, it would have been easy to extend 
the church tw.enty or thirty feet in the rear, 
which would have afforded fair" space for tha^ 
development of the powers of this magnificent 
organ. As it is, it is mainifestly too large for 
the^ 1>uilding. , .' 

It is impossible to give a positive judgment 
upon the organ as a whole from, a single hear- 
ing and examination. The Messrs. Hook have 
added gteatly {o their already brilliant repu- 
tation by the prompt production of this truly 
magnificent instrument. 



MATTERS THEATRIC. 



Of a verity the town is not the place to live in 
during the summer montlis. Atmospherically it 
Is uncomfortable, and theatrically It is uninterest- 
ing. Natm'e (that is human nature\ is in a state 
of prostration, and the theatres are in pretty much 
the same plight ; now and then, to be sure, a new 
play or burlesque is produced, but for the most 
part the managers appear to be laying back on 
their oara awaiting the Fall contest, and so there 
ia little to tempt the critic's pen to honied praise 
or lierce invective. . * 

Prominent among the novelties of the last week 
is the "Ice Witch," which (no pun intended) was 
produced at the- Olympic on Monday evening of 
last week to a crowded, and, as far as the galleries 
were concerned, demonstrative audience. The 
"Ic6 Witch" is the old play of the "FrozeR 
Hand,'' which was produced some years since at 
the Old Bowery Theitre with the redoubtable 
Count Johannes as the hero, and ejjinently be- 
longs to the old fashioned school of sensational 
drama ; notwithstmdii'ig its Bowerj' smack, how- 
ever, there is a great deal of interest in the play, 
(tnd pne is inclined to fe^l rather anxious as to 
the ultimate fate of theunfortanate and gorgeous- 
ly attired Harold and his equally untbrtunatei but 
less gorgeously attired, henchman, Magnus Snoro. 
' The principal object of the "Ice Witch" is 
evidently to afford a chance for' flue scenic dis- 
. play, and in this it is decidedly successful, the 
whple get up of the play reflecting great credit on 
. the.good taste and liberality of the management ; 
on the first . performance there ware some' few 
hitches in the translormation scenesj but these 
have all been remedied and the play now works 
as smoothly as one could wish. 

Being so -.decidedly a "show piece," the acting 
ol the "Ice Witch " can be^dlsposed of in a few 
words : In the first place, then. It introduces to 
us two charming young actresses in the persons 
ot the Webb sister?, Ada and Kmma, who in the 
respefctlve r61es of Minna and 'Lady Ulla lUsplay 
'dramatic talent of no mean order ; Ada is a most 
pleasing aind amusing soubrette, while Emma, as 
£ady UUa, displays throughout the play touches 
of tragic power.' Mr. Mark Smith makes his first 
appearance at the Olympic as the luckless Magnus 
Snoro, and is, of course, Immensely funny ; his 
song of "What a Woman's Like " is nightly en- 
cored, and deservedly, being a most amusing and 
cleverly sung duet. Miss Kate Newton as Drada 
looks beautifully, and speaks in the sephlchrally 
tragic tone befitting that very naughty and cruel 



goddess. Mr.' Geo. W. Clarke as Harold the Sea 
King— somehow or^pther the heroes' of all Norwe- 
gian tales are Sea Kings— wears a mok beautUul 
costume, and in the thh:d act displays a great deal 
of skin and strength in a terrific broadsword com- 
bat in which he kills, at the smallest calcul«tob, 
at least a dozen opponents and wounds as many 
more. 01 the other characters of the play nothing 
need be said ; they are, for the most part, unim- 
poi-taiit and call lor no particular notice, favorably 
or oth*wise. I must not'tbrget to give credit to 
a Miss Fowler, who, in. the first act, executes a 
pas seul which fo<;sbeauty and gi-ace has seldom, 
if ever, bei3n excelled on the, Nevv York stage; 
there is a certain flfesh and piquant style in this 
young lady's dancing which is perfectly delicious, 
and Is quite refreshing after the usual gymnastic 
contortions which one is subject to In most tepsl- 
chorean performances. 

i 
"Cinderella "has been produced ingoddistyle 
at Wood's theatre, introducing the Worrell sisters 
in the respective fdles of Cinderella, the Prince 
and Dandini ; Miss Jennie as Dandlni is particu- 
larly amusing, and her laughing face and piquant 
manner make, the part most enjoyable. Mr. Lef- 
flngwell as the elder unmarried— but still ma\ 
rlageable^ister Is very funny, while his "make 
up " is simply excellent. ■ ' 

"The Fmi One with the Golden Locks" was 
produced on Friday evening of last week for the 
benefit of Miss Irsne to a crowded audience, who 
showered on the fair beneficiake many floral to- 
kens of their approbation, in addition to hearty 
applause for the general excellence of the per- 
tbrmance. This Is by all odds the most unilbrmly 
well played burlesque that has been produced 
at Wood's Theatre during the mkthtUl reign of 
the Worrell sisters, and reflects great credit not 
only on these charming' young artistes but on the 
entke Company. Miss Sophie as Graceful looks 
charmingly and acts delightfully. Miss Irene as 
Lucidora looks, If possible, still more charming- 
than, her sister and, makes one alinost envy that 
lucky dog, Graceftil, who is to become her 
spOase, while Miss Jeaunio, In the comparatively 
small part of Mollymopsa Is simply- and pm-ely 
exquisite. There is a certain- treshness and 
naiv6t6 about this young lady's acting which' is 
really delicious ; it can hardly be called acting, 
but Is vatherthe exuberance ot a sweet young girl 
just out of her teens, to whom everything is coleur 
derose, and who insists on making others see 
life through the same rosy glass as herself. Thalia 
be thanked for all such actresses I They are bless- 
ings in 'disguise, for I mainfeim that grace and 
naturalness on the stage teudmuch'to elevate the 
public taste. and imparl a truer appreciation of 
tbebeautitul and the good. 

Mr. Lefflngwell's King Lachrymoso "is one of 
the most thorough bits. of burlesque acting that 
hfts been seen in New York since Jefi'arson was 
wont to convulse us with his exquisite drollery ; 
fi:Om beglnhmg to end It is brunftd of humor— the 
itragic starts, the comically tearlUl ftice and dole- 
flil voice are all perfect, and, combined, make-the 
part absurdly tunny. The scene with Plenlposo 
(excellently played by Mr. Donnelly), in which 
that minister Instigates the king, }i I'lago, to poi- 
son GraceM,.and the vision of the corkscrew, are 
particularly excellent, being two of the most sub- 
Unxely ridlonloug pieces of burlesque. actmg that 
it was ever the good fortune of mortal to witness. 
Taken altoget'hg', the part is mdat admirably 
played, and let mm who would forget his sorrows 



and tho heat go and see it and laugh and remem- 
ber miseries no more. 

This is the last week but one of the Reason, and 
of the lengagement of the 'VYorrell sisters ^.atter 
next week we must bid them farewell ; they 
should not be allowed by our managers to leave 
the city, bowever, for they are young ladies of 
altogether too much talent and promise to waste 
then: beauty on the-^desert air ol the provinces. 

Alter careftd study I have arrived at the con- 
clusion that the New York "pubUc ia a most 
patient an(l enduring creature, othei-wise how 
would it ever bear the dismal affliction of that 
most dismal of comediettas, "Tihie. tries all," 
which was ployed at the Winter iGorden all last 
Week ; any tlung -more stupid than this same 
comedietta it would be impossible for the humoii 
mind in its wildest moments to conceive ; save a 
quaint - little bit of character . acting by Mr. 
Andrews, there is nol one redeeming tkvture in 
tlie entire play : it Is ." weary, stale, fiat .and un- 
profitable " h'om beginning to end. " Columbus " 
is a refi-eshing relief and its quaint humor and 
quiet sentiment, combined with the excellent act- 
ing of Mr. Brougham, almost compensate for tho 
dreaminess of the force. Mr. Bryant is fl'ouiishlng 
bravely at Wallack's In the Irish drama ; " Shamus 
O'Brien ■' was produced on Monday evening witli 
decided success ; next week 1 shall give a detailed 
account of Its-^lot, incidents, acting, &c.-^tlll 
then palm leaf fans and ice water 1 

- ' Shogqe. 



ABOUT TO"WN. 

BY " JESEMS PIPES. OF PIPKSVILLE." 



' I think this is quite a suggestive "caption." 
My friends will by it perceive tliat I liave not 
yet gone to Europe. Indeed, at the present price 
of gold, it is quite inex'pedient nndwery un- ; 
pleasant to think of. I Went -to buy a' sovereign 
the other day (intending to take ship by the way 
of Guinea) and found I lia^ to give $7.45 cents 
for it. So I tliought I'd weight a little longer. 
"Well, to return to " About Town." I intend to 
make brief mention of almost everythiiig^— of 
places, men, streets, stores, nooks, and corners. 
Not necessarily either " Pus's", of them, or 
" Puffing " them, and now havii^g stated my 
premises I immediately proceed to speak of the 
■" Ice 'Witch " which (this is a joke) I saw last 
night M Grover's Olympic Theatre. 

It is gorgeously,- put upon the stage, and 
covers Qrover all over with glory and renown. 
Large seas of icebergs, 4.11 painted with pink, are 
by a tap of the prompter's bell hurried up into 
mid tfir, and coral groves, grottos, ■ and beauti- 
ful trees, that have been under the icebergs, or 
ocean- for years, or it maybe forever, suddenly 
loom upj; a white polar bear,|with thin body, and 
long arms and legs, containing a real live man, 
who Jias been swallowed whdle by the afpresitld 
bear, with his mouth shut, sqtjeezes and hugs 
Mr. Mark Smith, a capital actor, weighing 250 
pounds, who sings a capital comic song immedi-^ 
ately afterwards about a "woman" being like 
everything from a stick of candy up to an ele- 
phant. Tlie bear runs off; andon theseaof ice, 
j| young and lovely virgin with spangles, wand, 
and tights encasing splendid legs, comes in thin 
slippers right on the ice, and deposites a basltet 
of fruit. This is done by the lovely and fascin- 
ating Kate Newton, or Miss Teresa "Webb, 
or Millie and Clara Fowler. I forget witch. 



